Applicant: RINNE 
Application No.: 10/538,977 

Amendments to the Claims; 

The following listing of claims shall replace all previous listings of the claims. 
Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for a system comprising a communications 
device and a communications network, wh e r e in the communications n e tv^'^ork g e n e rally 
provid e s at l e ast a direct c e ll acc e ss m e chanism and an alt e rnativ e c e ll acc e ss m e chanism 
for th e oommunioationfi d e vic e for uplink acc e ss to th e oommimicationB n e twork, and 
wh e r e in th e dir e ct c e ll acc e ss mechanism is a m e chaniGm e nabling th e communications 
d e vic e to dir e ctly start s e nding us e r data on a traffic chann e l, the method comprising: 

generally providing, bv the communications network, at least a direct cell access 
mechanism and an alternative cell access mechanism for the communications device for 
uplink access to the communications network, wherein the direct cell access mechanism 
is a mechanism enabling the commimications device to directly start sending user data on 
a traffic channel without requesting access resources when user data is available to send: 
and 

determining by the commimications network and indicating to the 
commimications device whether the direct cell access mechanism can at a given time be 
provided. 

2. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein in a situation in which the 
direct cell access can not be provided the method comprises: 

indicating to the communications device that the alternative cell access 
mechanism should be used. 
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3. (Original) A method according to claim 2, wherein the alternative cell access 
mechanism comprises using a separate access channel for uplink access. 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said indicating whether the 
direct cell access mechanism can be provided comprises indicating whether the 
communications device can directly start sending user data on a traffic channel at a high 
data rate. 

5 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein a radio interface 
between the mobile communications device and the communication network is layered 
into protocol layers which form a protocol stack, and the traffic channel forms part of a 
logical traffic channel operating on a data link layer (Layer 2) of the protocol stack. 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 5, wherein said indicating whether the 
communications device can directly start sending on a traf&c channel is carried out on a 
network layer (Layer 3) of the protocol stack. 

7. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said indicating whether the 
direct cell access mechanism can be provided is performed by sending a broadcast 
message to a set of communications devices including the commimications device of 
claim 1. 
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8. (Original) A method according to claim 7, wherein said broadcast message 
contains a parameter value further restricting the set of communications devices. 

9. (Original) A method according to claim 1 , wherein said indicating whether the 
direct cell access mechanism can be provided is performed by sending a multicast 
message to a limited set of communications devices including the communications device 
of claim 1. 

10. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said indicating whether the 
direct cell access mechanism can be provided is performed by sending a point-to-point 
message to the communications device. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 7, wherein said message 
conveys to the communications device a parameter value indicating whether the direct 
cell access mechanism is enabled. 

12. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
communications network comprises a base station serving a cell of a mobile 
communications system, and wherein the method comprises: 

performing traffic and/or radio measurements by the base station; and 
determining by the base station whether the direct cell access mechanism cm at a 
given time be provided on the basis of said measurements. 
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1 3 . (Currently Amended) A communications device configured for operation with a 
communications network, which communications network generally provides at least a 
direct cell access mechanism and an alternative cell access mechanism for the 
communications device for uplink access to the communications network, wherein the 
direct cell access mechanism is a mechanism enabling the communications device to 
directly start sending user data on a traffic channel without requesting access resources 
when user data is available to send, the communications device comprising: 

means (RF, MCU, 515, SW) for receiving an indication sent by the 
communications network, the indication indicating to the communications device 
whether the direct cell access mechanism can at a given time be provided. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A base station of a commimications network, which 
oommunicationis n e twork gen e rally provid e s at l e ast a dir e ct c e ll acc e ss m e chanism and 
an alt e rnativ e c e ll ooo e so m e chanism for a oommtmioations d e vic e for upliiik acc e ss to 
th e communications n e twork, wh e r e in th e dir e ct c e ll acc e ss m e chanism is a m e chanism 
e nabling th e communications d e vic e to dir e ctly start sending user data on a trafSo 

means for generally providing at least a direct cell access mechanism and an 
altemative cell access mechanism for a communications device for uplink access to the 
communications network, wherein the direct cell access mechanism is a mechanism 
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enabling the communications device to directly start sending user data on a traffic 
channel without requesting access resources when user data is available to send: and 

means for determining and indicating to the communications device whether the 
direct cell access mechanism can at a given time be provided. 



16. (Currently Amended) A system comprising a communications device and a 
communications networ k, which communioationG n e twork g e n e rally provid e s at l e ast a 
dir e ct c e ll acc e ss m e chanism and an alt e rnativ e c e ll acc e ss m e chanism for th e 
oonmmnioations d e vic e for uplinlc access to th e communioations n e twork, wher e in th e 
dir e ct c e ll access m e chanism is a m e chanism e nabling th e communications d e vic e to 
dir e ctly start sending us e r data on a traffic chann e l , the communications network 



means for generally providing at least a direct cell access mechanism and an 
altemative cell access mechanism for the communications device for uplink access to the 
communications network, wherein the direct cell access mechanism is a mechanism 
enabling the communications device to directly start sending user data on a traffic 
channel without requesting access resources when user data is available to send: and 

means for determining and indicating to the communications device whether the 
direct cell access mechanism can at a given time be provided; and 
the communications device comprising: 

s (RF, MCU, 515, SW) for receiving said indication. 
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1 7. (Currently Amended) A communications device configured for operation with a 

dir e ct c e ll acc e ss m e chanism and an alt e rnativ e c e ll acc e ss m e chanism for th e 
communications d e vic e for uplinlc acc e ss to th e communications n e twork, wh e rein th e 
dir e ct c e ll acc e ss m e chanism is a m e chanism enabling th e communications d e vice to 
dir e ctly start s e nding us e r data on a traffic chann e l , the communications device 
comprising: 

a receiver for receiving an indication sent by tiie communications network, the 
indication indicating to the communications device whether [[the]] a direct cell access 
mechanism that is generally provided bv the communications network can at a given time 
be provided, the communications device being configured to use said direct cell access 
mechanism in response to receiving said indicatio n, wherein the direct cell access 
mechanism is a mechanism enabling the communications device to directlv start sending 
user data on a traffic channel without requesting access resources when user data is 
available to send . 



18. (Previously Presented) A communications device according to claim 17, wherein 
the communications device is a mobile hand-held device of a cellular communications 
network. 



1 9. (Previously Presented) A communications device according to claim 1 7, wherein 
said indicating whether tiie direct cell access mechanism can be provided comprises 
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indicating whether the communications device can directly start sending user data on a 
traffic channel at a high data rate. 

20. (Currently Amended) A communications device according to claim 17, wherein a 
radio interface between the mobil e communications device and the communications 
network is layered into protocol layers which form a protocol stack, and the traffic 
channel forms part of a logical traffic channel operating on a data link layer (Layer 2) of 
the protocol stack. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) A communications device according to claim 20, wherein 
said indicating whether the communications device can directly start sending on a traffic 
channel is carried out on a network layer (Layer 3) of the protocol stack. 

22. (Previously Presented) A communications device according to claim 17, wherein 
the communications device is configured to receive a broadcast message comprising said 
indication. 

23. (Previously Presented) A communications device according to claim 17, wherein 
the communications device is configured to receive a multicast message comprising said 
indication. 
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24. (Previously Presented) A communications device according to claim 17, wherein 
the communications device is configured to receive a point-to-point message comprising 
said indication. 

25. (Previously Presented) A communications device according to claim 17, wherein 
the communications device is configured to receive a parameter value indicating whether 
the direct cell access mechanism is enabled. 

26. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, wh e r e in th e apparatus is configur e d to 
provid e g e n e rally at l e ast a dir e ct cell acc e ss m e chanism and an alt e rnative c e ll acc e ss 
m e chaniGm for a communications d e vic e for uplink acc e ss to a communications n e tworlc, 
wh e r e in th e dir e ct c e ll aoo e ss m e chanism is a m e ohoniGm e nabling th e communications 
devic e to dir e ctly s tart s e nding us e r data on a traffic chann e l, th e apparatus comprising: 

a module configured to provide generally at least a direct cell access mechanism 
and an altemative cell access mechanism for a communications device for uplink access 
to a communications network, wherein the direct cell access mechanism is a mechanism 
enabling the commimications device to directly start sending user data on a traffic 
channel without requesting access resources when user data is available to send; and 

a determination module and a transmitter for determining and indicating to the 
communications device whether the direct cell access mechanism can at a given time be 
provided. 
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27. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the apparatus 
is configured to operate as a base station of the communications network. 

28. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein in a situation 
in which the direct cell access can not be provided, the apparatus is configured to indicate 
to the communications device that the alternate cell access mechanism should be used. 

29. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the 
alternative cell access mechanism comprises using a separate access channel for uplink 
access. 

30. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein said 
indicating whether the direct cell access mechanism can be provided comprises indicating 
whether the communications device can directly start sending user data on a traffic 
channel at a high data rate. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein a radio 
interface between the apparatus and the communications device is layered into protocol 
layers which form a protocol stack, and the traffic channel forms part of a logical traffic 
channel operating on a data link layer (Layer 2) of the protocol stack. 
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32. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 3 1 , wherein said 
indicating whether the communications device can directly start sending on a traffic 
channel is carried out on a network layer (Layer 3) of the protocol stack. 

33. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the apparatus 
is configured to indicate whether the direct cell access mechanism can be provided by 
transmitting a broadcast message, a multicast message, or point-to-point message(s). 

34. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the apparatus 
is configured to indicate whether tiie direct cell access mechanism can be provided by 
transmitting a broadcast message, and wherein said broadcast message contains a 
parameter value restricting [[the]] a set of communications devices to which the message 
is to be transmitted. 

35. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the apparatus 
is configured to indicate whether the direct cell access mechanism can be provided by 
transmitting a message comprising a parameter value indicating whether the direct cell 
access mechanism is enabled. 

36. (Previously Presented) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the apparatus 
is configured to operate as a base station of the communications network, and wherein 
the apparatus is configured to perform traffic and/or radio measurements and to 
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determine whether the direct cell access mechanism can at a given time be provided on 
the basis of said measurements. 

37. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein, in the direct cell 
access mechanism, the communications network broadcasts that a direct uplink access to 
a traffic channel is permitted. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 37, wherein, in the 

altemative cell access mechanism, a two step process occurs in which the 
communications device first requests access to Ihe communications network. 
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